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— Continued from previous page 
There are numerous products on the market, such as 5mileWiFi, Radiolabs, Port 

Networks, IslandTime PC. All were built and designed for the marine environment 
but, in our opinion, each of them was lacking. So, we invented and built our own 
marine WiFi solution to meet our needs and those of other cruisers.

Our product is called The Wirie. It is a totally waterproof unit that is easy to plug 
into your laptop, easy to use, very powerful and suited for the cruiser’s budget. 
While down here in the Caribbean, the units have become so popular that we 
started a company in the US, and now manufacture and ship the units anywhere in 
the world. Caribbean cruisers will find us on our sailing catamaran Irie throughout 
the islands.

For more information visit thewirie.com.

Falcon ‘Stretched’ at Fortress Marine, St. Kitts
Emma Warren reports: Construction of the Falcon was started in 1985 by Doug 

Brookes, the owner of Brookes Boatyard. Brookes is known across the Caribbean for 
his exquisite design and construction of catamarans, both sail and power. Falcon, a 
lightweight 53-foot sailing catamaran, was designed for speed.  

Twenty-three years later, Falcon was put back into the hands of her builder when 
her new owners inquired about extending the cabin area. Brookes considered the 
best option would be a radical concept: cutting the vessel in half and inserting a 
seven-foot plug. His approach was to make everything balance while making 
Falcon bigger. The whole operation took place at Brookes’ new boatyard in St. Kitts, 
Fortress Marine Ltd. 

Brookes is supported by his two business partners in Fortress Marine Ltd., Patrick 
Ryan and Philip Walwyn. These three sailors, who have known each other since the 
1960s, were brought together by friendship and their love of sailing and the sea. 
Brookes and Walwyn had feature articles written on them in WoodenBoat in July/
Aug 2007 and Professional Boatbuilder in June/July 2009.

The alterations made to Falcon took some time; however the crew and Brookes 

are very proud of the outcome. After her complete bow to stern makeover, Falcon 
looks better then ever and is ready to put up her sails and ride the waves. 

Fortress Marine Ltd. continues to build bigger and better catamarans and is pres-
ently finishing up a 70-foot day charter sail cat for the end of the year.

For more information visit www.fortressmarineltd.com.

Jamaica’s Errol Flynn Marina’s New Services 
Leasing arrangements are being finalized for the operation of the pool bar and 

the gourmet shop/delicatessen at Errol Flynn Marina in Port Antonio, Jamaica. Both 
services are expected to be in operation not later than December 1st. This will mark 
the first time the pool bar has been in operation on a full-time basis since the marina 
opened in 2004.

For more information visit www.errolflynnmarina.com.

Nanny Cay, Tortola, Expands Chandlery
Nanny Cay, the largest full-service marina and boatyard in the British Virgin Islands, is 

expanding its chandlery operation. The 1800-square-foot shop is going to be enlarged 

to 2800 square feet, an increase of nearly 60 percent. The expansion will enable 
Nanny Cay to stock and display more products including inflatable dinghies and out-
board engines; Nanny Cay is the BVI dealer for AB Inflatables and Tohatsu outboards.

For more information visit www.nannycay.com.

Crown Bay, St. Thomas, Releases Winter Season Rates Early
Crown Bay Marina in St. Thomas, USVI, has released their 2009/2010 winter season 

rates early to lure yachts to the Caribbean. Traditionally, these published rates don’t 
hit the market until the Ft. Lauderdale Boat Show at the end of October, but the 
early release hopes to have yachts start “thinking Caribbean” sooner than that.

 “We recognize that a number of yachts and owners are pulling back during this 
economic downturn,” said Director of Operations, Jane Wherren. “We wanted to let 
them know that there is value and service available in the Caribbean, and the 
Virgin Islands.” 

For more information visit www.crownbay.com. 
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